
From: robinasuwol@earthlink.net
To: Fallon, William
Subject: Re: CARVER ELEMENTARY - 1 of 2 emails (please see attached letter)
Date: Tuesday, June 16, 2015 7:23:45 PM
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Mr. Fallon,

Attached is a letter that I hope you can share with your
investigators.I will send a map of the general area shortly.

Kindest Regards,

Robina

Robina Suwol
Founder & Executive Director
California Safe Schools
818.785.5515 office
818.261.7965 cell
www.calisafe.org

The information contained in this communication is confidential
material and is intended for the designated recipient only.
If you are not the designated recipient, you are hereby
notified that any unauthorized review,dissemination,
distribution or copying of this communication, and that
which is transmitted herewith, is strictly prohibited.
If this communication is received by you in error,
please telephone (818) 785-5515 immediately.
Please note that internet communications cannot
be guaranteed to be secure or error-free as information
could be intercepted, corrupted, lost,destroyed, arrive
late or incomplete, or contain viruses. We do not accept
responsibility for any errors or omissions that are present
in this message,or any attachment, that have arisen as
a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is required,
please request a hard-copy version.

-----Original Message-----
>From: Robina <robinasuwol@earthlink.net>
>Sent: Jun 11, 2015 3:20 PM
>To: william.fallon@da.ocgov.com
>Subject: Re: CARVER ELEMENTARY  - GARDEN GROVE UNIFIED, CITY OF STANTON
>
>Dear Mr. Fallon,
>
>Thank you for taking the time to speak to me today.
>Below, is communication I sent to the DTSC Director,
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Alanna Wiktorowicz

Warren Elementary

12621 Estock

Garden Grove, CA 92688

Teachlovlearn1@yahoo.com





Garden Grove School District Board of Education

10331 Stanford Ave., 

Garden Grove, CA 92840



cc. Environmental Protection Agency. 







Dr. Mafi and Ladies and Gentlemen of the Board of Education:





I would like to take a few moments to express my immense concerns regarding the proposal by the Office of Special Education to reopen Carver Elementary as an Early Childhood Development Center.  



I was a teacher at Carver Elementary for my first 8 years in the Garden Grove Unified School District.  I have seen first hand some concerning health and safety issues that should be seriously considered before reopening Carver Elementary.  



My first concerns are regarding the vast amount of Cancer reports coming from former teachers and students as well as parents in the neighborhood surrounding the school. 16 teachers alone have suffered with some form of Cancer/atypical growth 8 have suffered with breast cancer 1 did not survive.  Three students have suffered from Leukemia 1 did not survive.  In fact in front of the school there is a tree that was planted and dedicated to the passing of this kindergartener the year I began teaching.  There has been 1 teacher who has suffered from Colon Cancer 1 librarian with Lung Cancer 1 teacher diagnosed with a brain tumor.   Along with Cancerous growths, there have also been unusually high reports of Hysterectomy’s due to abnormal growths’, and large and unexplained benign growths in breast tissue over the years.   Two teachers had late term miscarriages.  I would also like to mention that the school is commonly referred to by employees of the Garden Grove Unified School District office of personal, in conversation as the “Cancer” school.  





When these issues were brought to the Office of Special Education for discussion they were dismissed.   It was stated that, “ Teachers tend to have a higher rate of breast cancer then other professions.”   That would be true but looking at the extraneous factors contributing to this claim would be that our profession is heavily populated by women.  So this then becomes an invalid argument.  We were told that Bell intermediate and Pacifica High also had 4-5 teachers with some form of Cancer.   The difference between Bell and Pacifica and Carver is that Carver had 30 ish teachers and staff vs. 100 pls+ teachers and staff at Pacifica.  Carver had a very low turn over rate of teachers that worked the majority of their Career’s, 40 plus years for some who have recently retired at Carver. 



That means 20 years of exposure.  Exposure to what you might ask.   During my 8 years of service at Carver I saw many health issues.  I will list them by bullet point and expand on each.



1. Gas Leaks from in wall furnaces.  

2. Gas Leaks from broken gas lines under the ground (multiple complaints and phone calls to the Stanton fire department that came several times to investigate but could never find the source because it was coming from underground.  

3. Red-tagged wall heaters that the red tags were pulled off by M and O guys and janitor was told to use them anyways.

4. Power line exposure 

5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Exposure to teratogens from the dump located on Western that backs up to our school.  (Afternoon ocean breeze blew across our playground often blowing a foul trash odor as well as dust and unknown particulate. 

6. Industrial chemicals coming from the industrial park located on Western blowing strong foul chemical smells in the afternoon.

7. Infestation of vermin and insects, due to the open air sewage drainage system along the back of the school.   There was also a concern with mosquitos (West Nile virus area of concern due to stagnant water sitting in puddles.)  

8. Raw Sewage line eruption on the Kindergarten playground.  

9. Mold so bad in KA that the whole entire wall was covered for years with mold.  I had complained that there had been a water leak back in 07-08 but it took till 2013 for them to discover the extent of the mold damage.  ( When they began cutting holes in walls to examine for modernization.

10. Extreme Termite infestation.





Regarding the Gas Leaks beginning in the 2004-2005 school year we in K-A had been experiencing chronic fatigue and headaches, and dizziness during periods of running our heater in the class in the winter.   After a while of complaining that we were smelling an order of natural gas the district sent someone to check the issue. When we asked the Maintenance and Operations worker said he just needed to replace the filter he laughed and said that nothing was wrong with the unit that we just couldn’t handle our jobs and the screaming kids.   Although one of the office staff at the time reported to us that the work order had written as problem addressed (Gas Leak).   Following that incident we began smelling gas in the mornings when the grass was damp and after a good rain.  Unbeknownst to us we were sitting on a ticking time bomb, because we had a broken gas line under the school.  After multiple calls to the Stanton Fire department afraid for our health and safety and multiple reports to administration on campus it could be ignored no longer and had to once again be investigated.  towards the end of the year they began digging up the ground between KB and the office only to find out that the ground was completely saturated with natural gas.  This is why when it rained or was damp from sprinklers or heavy mist we could smell gas.  It was being displaced in the soil by the water percolating down into the soil.  The soil was completely black.  The Natural gas had killed all organic matter due to the saturation of natural gas.  The entire school line was then dug up over the summer and replaced in pieces or inspected at the least.  This was a ticking time bomb caught in the nick of time.  Because we (the teachers) were relentless in our efforts to uncover the problem  it could no longer be ignored. 



When this concern was brought to the attention of the Office of Special Education we were told, “Well now we know the pipes are new.”  Yes but to what extent are there still pockets of natural gas that might be trapped?



http://emwatch.com/power-line-emf/ Power lines



Just sitting behind the school less than 300 meters from Carver Elementary sit high voltage main power lines.  During a routine visit from the Southern Cal. Edison a staff member was walking the campus with the employee and asked why when it rained or when it was damp did we hear extremely loud snapping and crackling coming from the power lines?  It was explained that the coating that covered the power lines is old and damaged.  In areas where it was cracked it was electricity escaping the sheath.  



In researching the harmful effects of high voltage transmission   lines I came across a website called emwatch.com.  According to the site

“ Since power lines may carry huge amounts of current, often at high voltages, substantial electromagnetic fields (EMF) are created. In the case of high-voltage transmission lines, the EMF can extend to about 300 meters.

Power Line EMF is strongest directly underneath the power lines, and gradually fades away with increasing distance.”  

So you might ask what does this mean. “There has been concern over power line radiation and its effect on human health for at least 40 years. Living close to power lines has been shown to increase the risk of leukemia and other cancers since 1979, when convincing evidence was first published by Wertheimer and Leeper  in the American Journal of Epidemiology”.  Dozens of published papers have found links between living near power lines and a range of health woes including:

· 		brain cancer

· 		childhood and adult leukemia

· 		Lou Gehrig’s disease (ALS)

· 		Alzheimer’s disease

· 		breast cancer in women and men,

· 		miscarriage, birth defects and reproductive problems,

· 		decreased libido

· 		fatigue

· 		depression and suicide

· 		blood diseases

· 		hormonal imbalances

· 		heart disease

· 		neuro-degenerative diseases

	sleeping disorders

 At this point I would like to remind the board of the three students who have been diagnosed with Lekiumia A child who until the closure had attended the school.   a child former SDC Preschool student who had been at the school for two consective years and one child who never made it to her first day of Kindergarten but was from the neighborhood.  Because the next bit of research I find particularly interesting concerning our little ones. “Should You Worry About Radiation from Power Lines?”

“The strongest evidence we have so far relates to childhood leukemia, where it appears that exposure to magnetic fields higher than 3 milligauss increases the risk of acquiring it. Several studies confirm this.

The risk of childhood leukemia in children not exposed to unusual amounts of low-frequency EMF is fortunately very low – between 3 and 5 cases per 100,000 children – but it increases by approximately 100% in homes where the average low-frequency EMF level is higher than 4 milligauss  If we changed the word home to classroom would it then begin to suggest that a school sitting directly beneath power lines may become a health and safety issue when not only discussing a reopening of a school but a school to house children between the ages of three to five years of age, medically fragile children and children with immune deficiencies, and other debilitating disorders?



After speaking with one of my personal doctors regarding his opinion of power lines he told me, “There is plenty of research that can link an increase in Leukemia in small children to exposure from power lines.  I asked what the reason was.  He stated, “Because the cells that develop Leukemia are rapidly changing to start with and that any disturbance the development of those specific types of cells cause them to rapidly grow abnormally.  Children are most susceptible to this because these cells are so rapidly changing.  Then he laughed and said … “And they want to put medically fragile kids under these power-lines?”  



www.earthcalm.com

 Childhood Leukemia

Childhood Leukemia has been even more thoroughly studied in regard to power lines. In 1979, a study published in the “American Journal of Epidemiology” by Wertheimer and Leeper of the University of Colorado Medical Center reported a direct link between living by power lines and childhood leukemia.

Examining the relationship between the incidences of leukemia in children and living near power lines at various distances, they found that there was a higher incidence of leukemia in children who lived closest to power lines.  The findings made headlines and spawned dozens of further studies over the years seeking to replicate the results.

For example, in 2005, the British Medical Journal published a study conducted by Dr. Gerald Draper, et al, which found that children who lived within 200 meters of a high voltage power line at birth were 70% more likely to develop childhood leukemia than those living more than 600 meters away.

Two more studies were published in 2010 linking childhood leukemia with living near high voltage power lines: The first involved 600 children and emphasized that “living close to high voltage power lines is a risk for ALL.” The second was a pooled analysis of seven studies with a total of 10,865 cases and 12,853 controls with similar conclusions.

- See more at: http://www.earthcalm.com/is-living-near-power-lines-dangerous/#sthash.i6Lpn9qB.dpuf

Carver backs up to the Waste Management recycle dump there is continuous exposure to teratogens as well as other dust particulate know to irritate allergies and asthma.  The afternoon wind blows this matter across the playground.  This is a particular concern for our students who are allergic and asthmatic.  These pollutants are known as “triggers”.  A trigger is something in the environment that will trigger an asthmatic episode or allergic reaction.  Many of our small students come to us like I mentioned previously, “ medically fragile” this includes diagnosis of severe environmental allergies and or asthma.  A constant attack of allergies or asthma leads to a weakened and over worked immune system.  It then creates a cycle of chronic sickness for our students.  Sick students = low attendance levels.  We have to ask ourselves are we creating the best environment for our children to learn?  





Not only did we smell and were exposed to the dump waste but also could smell foul and strong smelling chemicals coming form the surrounding industrial park and automotive repair industries located on Western Ave.  Frequently we could smell the smell of epoxy resin.  Wondering if this chemical can cause harm to the lungs this is what I found.  According to www.ehow.com “Isocyanates are the toxic chemicals in epoxy paint that make the paint dangerous if continuously inhaled over a period of time. Continued inhalation or dermal contact with isocyanates is known to cause occupational asthma, as well as inflammation of the lungs and other similar hazardous effects.”  Considering many of our students struggle with asthma and allergies this is again not a healthy environment for our students for chronic long term exposure.



Raw Sewage- Because an overgrown tree in our Kindergarten playground had rooted into the sewage line and destroyed it we experienced chronic toilet issues in the office bathrooms.  Eventually this lead to the external line blowing up and we had raw sewage bubbling up from the ground.  I am not sure what was done to fix the issue but I do know that none of the contaminated soil was removed and replaced.  



Now I know that every school deals with its fair share of insect infestations but because Carver sits on an open storm/sewage drainage ditch it has had its fair share of possums, rodents, raccoons, mice, rats, all of which care disease.  In my classroom alone I had a family of mice living in my cabinets. Under one of our portables a possum crawled in and died.  The smell was so horrible that the class and teacher had to move until it subsided.  Vector control came out many times warning us of West Nile Virus.  One year we had birds dropping dead out of the trees on to the playground for weeks we were told that a farm in the area had over sprayed with pesticides.  And the water was tainted in the storm run off drain (located behind our playground) which the birds were drinking. 



Finally the termites were so bad in September and October when the weather was hot that they would swarm the school.  I realize that all aging schools have termites but they were so bad that they would be falling out of the celling on to us while we were teaching.  Or there droppings were all over the desks and carpet and floors.  Although the termite droppings are not harmful to humans they are disgusting.  



SAFETY ISSUES



Regarding safety the district has recently spent quite a bit of money on intruder trainings for its employees and principals.  The safety of our students needs to be considered when deciding to locate our three year olds four year olds five year old students to Carver Elementary.  http://blogs.ocweekly.com/navelgazing/2012/12/stanton_gang_injunction_district_attorney.php.



Stanton has three major rival gangs all operating with in a 3.5 mile area of each other.  Crow Village a multi-generational gang being the largest 168 suspected members.  Crow Village as it has been named is the neighborhood that sits on Santa-Rosalia.  Most of our students at Carver Elementary had parents and grandparents and siblings involved with this gang.  Gang activity was prevalent and still continues to be including tagging, intimidation, drive-bye shootings drug dealing and not limited to murder.  About 8 years ago this summer there was a homeless man who was murdered by a gang member in the neighborhood.  Guy walked up and shot him on our playground/field area.  



Many days our recess was cut short due to the Sheriff helicopter circling around our school and playground.  We would initiate a lockdown regardless if the whole school did or not.  While teaching one day we had the Sherriff’s department pull up jump out of there cars guns drawing and proceeded to scale the walls in front of my class in KA looking for an armed suspect.  I notified the office and we initiated a lockdown that day the upper-graders were out on the playground as the sheriffs ran through campus with guns drawn.  



I would like you to consider the safety of our students with disabilities and their mobility level or even ability to follow command in a quick fashion. Before placing them in a known gang territory exposing them to possibly bodily harm or even death. When gang issues spill on to campus as they have in the past and will continue to do so in the future.



Another safety issue to point out is the greenbelt of grass under the power lines is a haven for homeless and gang activity.  Over the years the OC Sherriff’s department has had to come and remove homeless people exposing themselves to our children, drunk and disorderly conduct and people having sex in the park and a number of other criminal incidents. 



Carver Elementary also has one driving point of entry and one driving point of exit this is also a concern for staff.  If there were to be a major incident on campus the accessibility for the police and rescue teams is limited. 



Garden Grove has always prided it’s self on high standards, and achievement, pushing our teachers and students to put there best foot forward meeting the challenges presented and exceeding expectations.

Having been a Special Education Preschool teacher for 12 years in GGUSD, I take pride in my classroom and program. I am proud to say that I work for a district that demands excellence across the board from our employees and for our students.  



The proposal to re-open Carver Elementary as an Early Childhood Development Center is an abandonment of those high standards.  I have voiced my concerns to our Special Education administration; I’ve asked them what kind of a message does Garden Grove Unified School District want to send to our parents of our preschool program?  We as Special Education Preschool play a pivotal role in setting the tone for the relationship between the district and the family/advocates for the next 21 years of a student’s academic career. When we say that the best place that our district can offer to start to develop that child, that relationship, that journey is Carver Elementary we certainly are not putting our best foot forward.  There are other possible school sites through out the district that send a much better message.



Dr. Mafi has invested an enormous amount of time and effort to develop The GGUSD Strategic Plan.  One of the components of the strategic plan takes into account students’ emotional well-being, school and district climate.  Dr. Mafi has also empowered us as employees by designating us as “stakeholders” in the education process.  As a stakeholder in Special Education Preschool I ask the board to strongly consider any other location in our district to create a one-site Early Childhood Development Center.  Let’s put our best foot forward for our voiceless, smallest, and most precious students. 



 

















  



 

















>Barbara Lee and to Mara Gillette, in their
>Schools Division.
>
>I also sent a similar letter to USEPA based on issues
>surrounding PCB's. The school is adjacent to the wash,
>large electrical towers, a chrome plating, and recycling
>facility.
>
>We greatly appreciate any assistance or direction.
>
>
>Gratefully,
>
>
>Robina
>
>Robina Suwol
>Founder & Executive Director
>California Safe Schools
>818.785.5515 office
>818.261.7965 cell
>www.calisafe.org
>
>
>
>
>>-----Forwarded Message-----
>>>From: Robina <robinasuwol@earthlink.net>
>>>Sent: Jun 2, 2015 10:29 AM
>>>To: barbara.lee@dtsc.ca.gov, maria.gillette@dtsc.ca.gov
>>>Cc: dcapjane@aol.com
>>>Subject: Time Sensitive: Carver Elementary School -Garden Grove Unified
>>>
>>>
>>>
>>>Dear Director Lee and Maria Gillette,
>>>
>>>I have received a significant number of calls from individuals who have expressed serious health and safety
concerns surrounding Carver Elementary. The school was built in the 1960’s and is located in the Garden Grove
Unified School District, in the City of Stanton, California. Geographically, the school  borders a storm drain,  power
transmission lines, and a recycling plant.
>>>
>>>The individuals who have contacted us regarding Carver, describe witnessing a large number of birds fall from
the sky for weeks at a time and that students fell over in their seats from what they claim were gaseous fumes. The
individuals also claimed that although reports were made requesting repairs and investigations, none were
forthcoming. In addition, callers claimed they observed severely discolored soil in deep holes covered with wood,
adjacent to the school building.
>>>
>>>The school is currently closed while it undergoes  a "remodel"  Yet according to their website
http://carver.ggusd.us,  the  school is schedule to re-open this fall and plans to serve  a large number of minority pre-
school children ages 3-5 who are disabled. Some of these students are non-verbal.
>>>
>>>The school district does not discount the allegations made by the individuals who contacted us, but claims there
were only a few birds and the gas issues have been addressed.
>>>
>>>However, given the vulnerability of the intended school population and fact that the school admits there have
been problems, and the fact that the school built in the 1960’s almost certainly contains PCB’s and asbestos, we are

http://carver.ggusd.us/


requesting an Preliminary Environmental Assessment be mandated prior to the school being allowed to open.
>>>
>>>There is a big difference between a "remodel" and "repairs". Given their own admission that repairs are
required, oversight is definitely required as soon as possible. Thank you.
>>>
>>>Respectfully,
>>>
>>>
>>>Robina
>>>
>>>Robina Suwol
>>>Founder & Executive Director
>>>California Safe Schools
>>>818.785.5515 office
>>>818.261.7965 cell
>>>www.calisafe.org
>>>
>>>
>
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